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6 But it is not as though the word &od has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel,

7and not all are children of Abraham becausre ntgh ebye anra
8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the childr&oaf but the children of the promise are
counted as offsprin@For t his is what the promise said: AAboat t

s 0 L0 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefathgt thaagh they

were not yet born and had done nothing either good d¥ badrder thatGod's purpose of election might continue, not
because of wokkbut because of him who c&llsl2s he was t ol d, iThe oL3deiris wttem, | [
fiJacob | | oved, but Esau | hated. o

14 What shall we say then? Is there injusticeGud's part? By no meansl5For he says to Mo:
mecy on whom | have mercy, and | wil | lobathen it depemis adt @ni o
human will or exertion, but o®od, who has mercyl7/For t he Scri pture says to Pha
raised you up, that Imigsth ow my power in you, and that myl8Spadhanche mi
has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.

19You wi | | say to me then, AWhy doe s20Bw whs drd ybul, O rhain,n d
to answer back t&od? Will what is molded say to itsiolder, A Why have you 2hHagtepoteenol i Kk
right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishondzahéhase?
if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath
prepared for destructio@3in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared
beforehand for gloy 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the G&gifesihdeed
he saysinHosed, Thos e who pwerpd endt wmy landher ivHo was mot beloved | will @l 6
Obel o266Adndoin t he verspdtptlhaecre, whYeorue airttehwaos tmlye yp ewipll le,
oft he | ivdng God. 6

27TAnd | saiah cries out concerning Israel: AiThough t
remnant of them will be save@8for the Lord wi | | carry out his sentence wupo
29 And as Isaiah predicted,

fi | f Lotd lofdosts had not left us offspring,
we would have been like Sodom
and become | i ke Gomorrah. o

30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who ditlpursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness
that is by faith31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteoustidssot succeed in reaching that law.
32Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but asweite based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling
stone33as it is written,

AiBehol d, |  aarstoheaf gtumblgng, andh roZkiofmffense;
and whoever believes mim will not be putto shame.
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STUDY NOTES:

B. THE TRUE ISRAEL - CHILDREN OF PROMISE 6 But it is not as though the word Glod has failed. For
not all who are descended frolsrael belong tolsrael 7 and not all arechildren of Abrahanbecause they are his
of fspring, Ilsdassthafi Thiyowgh of {Gerp2d:L2n8jrhidneeans thanieisinotdhe children of the
flesh who are the children ofGod, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.
(Gal 3:16; 6:16; Heb 11:13

C. GOD6 S P WFHEPETEIEBN O9For this is what the promise sa
return, andSarahshall havea s ¢Gen 1810,14) And not only so, but also whdRebekathad conceived children by

one manpur forefather Isagd 1though they wereat yet born and had done nothing either good obhadorder that
God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who r28sh e was t ol
older will serve theyounger (&en 25:23)13As it is written,fi J a tlovbd, butEsaul h a(Mal 4:2,3) 14What

shall we say then? Is there injustice®od's part? By no meand!5 For he says tMoses dAl wi | | have m
have mercy, and | wil/ have ¢ ¢Bxp3al8)46So thenbdepends roonon humdna v
will or exertion, but onGod, who has mercyl7 For the Scripture says haraohi For t hi s very pur
you up, that | mi ght show my power in you,(Ex&h6) 18Sh at
then he has mercy on whomever he wils, and he hardens whomever he wills.

(Eph 1:4; 2:8; Titus 3:5)

D. THE MOLDER AND THE POTTER  19You wi | I say t o nlfindfdule?irorwhodény d
resi st 2@Buswhaarelydou?Gman, to answer backstud? Will what is molded say to itsholder, AWhy ha
you made m€@s29:16k46:9 68 21MHas thepotter no right over the clay, to make out oéthame lump
one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorabl@28é?at if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make
known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for des®ictiorger to make known
the riche of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand f& (drgven us whom he has called,
not fromthe Jewsnly but also fronthe Gentile® 25As indeed hesaysifosea fiThose who wer e nc
cal l 6 my preowHaoe,wasanmdothebel ovyHog2:28) 26fi Anld cianl It hoeb evl eorvye dp.
said to them, &é6You are not mythphpeopled gt Bededt hey wi l
(Hos 1:10) (Prov 16:4)

E. THE REMNANT 27 And Isaiahcries out concerninigraet AThough thh sonsofusnabdieas the f
sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be s&&fhr the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and
without ce | a(ks 10d22,23) 29 And aslsaiahpredictedfi | f Lotd lbfdiosts had not left us offspringye would have
been likeSodomand become lik& o mo r r 8shl:9%

F. RIGHEOUSNESS ISBY FAITH IN JESUS THE ROCKi NOT BY WORKS 30What shall we sayhen?
That Gentilesvho did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is 3iytfattinat Israel
who pursued a law that would lead to righteousrdidanot succeed in reaching that 1&82.Why? Because they did not
puraie it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumblin@3amit,is written,
ifnBehol d, ihZoaarstoheafgtumblgg, and rock of offense and whoever believes mm will not be put to
shame. 0
(Is 8:14; 28:16 Ps 118:2; Lk 20:17,18; 1 Pet 2:48) ( Gal 2:16; 5:4; Pip 3:9; Heb 11:7)

LIFE_APPLICATION |

1. What does the potter and the clay illustration teach us about the proper way in which to approach God

(Note: For examplgyeople think that God has to answer all THEIR questions when in reality it is
WEwho have 1t osqaestisnger GODO

2. Why is faith in Jesus Christ the only true hope for us to have righteousness before God the Father?
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ABRAM CALLED TO BE A BLESSING
Gen. 12:1-8.

GOLDEN TeEXT :—I will bless thee, and make thy name

great; and thou shalt be a blessing.
Gen.12: 2.










