“Reformation 500th Anniversary Bible Study”
Lesson 5 “JUSTIFICATION” 10-15-17

Trinity Lutheran Church Norman, OK. Pastor David Nehrenz

A 6 Week Study –
From Sept. 17 to Oct. 22 –Grace, Christ, Faith, Scripture, Justification, Sacraments
along with brief clips from LCMS President Rev. Matt Harrison’s walking tour of Luther sites.
The Scripture Texts:
Luke 18:9-14,
Romans 3:20-31,
Romans ch. 4,
Romans ch. 5,
1 Cor 6:9-11,
Gal 2:15-17,
Gal 3:11,24,
Titus 3:4-8,
The Definition of Justification:

Δικαιοσύνη = dikaiosune = “to be declared righteous in the courtroom of God”
[APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION - ARTICLE IV. JUSTIFICATION]
1

In the fourth, fifth, and sixth articles, and later in the twentieth, they condemn us for teaching that men do
not receive the forgiveness of sins because of their own merits, but freely for Christ’s sake, by faith in him.
They condemn us both for denying that men receive the forgiveness of sins because of their merits, and for
affirming that men receive the forgiveness of sins by faith and by faith in Christ are justified…
5
All Scripture should be divided into these two chief doctrines, the law and the promises. In some places it
presents the law. In others it presents the promise of Christ; this it does either when it promises that the Messiah
will come and promises forgiveness of sins, justification, and eternal life for his sake, or when, in the New
Testament, the Christ who came promises forgiveness of sins, justification, and eternal life…
45
Therefore, when a man believes that his sins are forgiven because of Christ and that God is reconciled and
favorably disposed to him because of Christ, this personal faith obtains the forgiveness of sins and justifies us.
In penitence and the terrors of conscience it consoles and encourages our hearts. Thus it regenerates us and
brings us the Holy Spirit, so that we can finally obey God’s law, love him, truly fear him, be sure that he hears
us, and obey him in all afflictions. It mortifies our lust.
46
By freely accepting the forgiveness of sins, faith sets against God’s wrath not our merits of love, but
Christ the mediator and propitiator. This faith is the true knowledge of Christ, it uses his blessings, it
regenerates our hearts, it precedes our keeping of the law.
47
About this faith there is not a syllable in the teaching of our opponents. Therefore we condemn our
opponents for teaching the righteousness of the law instead of the righteousness of the Gospel, which proclaims
the righteousness of faith in Christ.1
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