THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
“Be Strong and Courageous!”
-Joshua in the Old Testament -Jesus in the New Testament
Date: 3-1-15 Lesson: 5
A. TEXT – Chapter 3
(1) Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the Jordan,
he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. (2) At the end of three days the
officers went through the camp (3) and commanded the people, "As soon as you see the ark of the covenant
of the Lord your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it.
(4) Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order
that you may know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before."
(5) Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders
among you." (6) And Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the
people." So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. (7) The Lord said to Joshua,
"Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will
be with you. (8) And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, 'When you come to
the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.'"
(9) And Joshua said to the people of Israel, "Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God."
(10) And Joshua said, "Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without
fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the
Amorites, and the Jebusites. (11) Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over
before you into the Jordan.
(12) Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. (13) And when
the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters
of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above
shall stand in one heap."
(14) So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the
ark of the covenant before the people, (15) and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the
Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan
overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), (16) the waters coming down from above stood and
rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the
Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho.
(17) Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the
midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the
Jordan.
B. STUDY NOTES
1. -The Ark of the covenant of the Lord your God (Ex 25:10-22; Nu 10:33-36; Heb 9:1-26; Rev 11:19)
2. -The Living God is among you, the Lord of all the earth (Ex 19:5; Dt. 5:26; 10:14; 1 Sa 17:26,36;
1 Ki 20:23; 2 Ki 18:32-35; 19:4,16; Job 9:10; 28:24; 41:11; Ps 18:46; 42:2; 50:12; 84:2; 97:5;
Is 37:4,17; 44:6-28; Jer 10:10; 23:36; Dan 6:26; Hos 1:10; Zech 6:5; Mt 16:16)
3. -The Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites
(Gen 9:25; 10:6,15,16; 13:7; 15:16; 23:3; Ex 3:8; Jdg 3:3; 6:10; 1 Cor 10:2)
4. -When the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in
the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down
from above shall stand in one heap. (Ex 14:21; 15:8; Ps 78:13) (-all the way back to the city of Adam-)
Note: the city Adam – this city on the east side of the Jordan where the Jabbok met the Jordan.
Jesus, the New Adam, is the only way across the river of death into the Promised land of heaven (Jn 14:6)

C. LIFE APPLICATION
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why do we no longer need the old ark of the covenant, the tabernacle or the temple?
How do we know that the word of the Living God, who made the heavens and the earth, is among us today?
When was it in Jesus’ life that his own body is our temple, our ark and our tabernacle?
Where do we have present with us now the body of Christ and the proof of his real presence with us?

