THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
“Be Strong and Courageous!”
-Joshua in the Old Testament
-Jesus in the New Testament
Date: 5-3-15 Lesson: 12
A.TEXT – Chapter 10
(1) As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to
destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made
peace with Israel and were among them, (2) he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities,
and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors. (3) So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham
king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, (4) "Come up to
me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with Joshua and with the people of Israel." (5) Then the
five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the
king of Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and made war against
it.
(6) And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, "Do not relax your hand from your
servants. Come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country
are gathered against us." (7) So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men
of valor. (8) And the Lord said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands. Not a man of them
shall stand before you." (9) So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up all night from Gilgal. (10) And the
Lord threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the way
of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah.
(11) And as they fled before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth-horon, the Lord threw down
large stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the
hailstones than the sons of Israel killed with the sword. (12) At that time Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the
Lord gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, "Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon,
in the Valley of Aijalon." (13) And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on their
enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for
about a whole day. (14) There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord obeyed the voice of a man, for
the Lord fought for Israel. (15) So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.
(16) These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah. (17) And it was told to Joshua, "The five
kings have been found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah." (18) And Joshua said, "Roll large stones against the mouth of
the cave and set men by it to guard them, (19) but do not stay there yourselves. Pursue your enemies; attack their rear
guard. Do not let them enter their cities, for the Lord your God has given them into your hand." (20) When Joshua and
the sons of Israel had finished striking them with a great blow until they were wiped out, and when the remnant that
remained of them had entered into the fortified cities, (21) then all the people returned safe to Joshua in the camp at
Makkedah. Not a man moved his tongue against any of the people of Israel.
(22) Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from the cave." (23) And
they did so, and brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. (24) And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua
summoned all the men of Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, "Come near; put your
feet on the necks of these kings." Then they came near and put their feet on their necks. (25) And Joshua said to them,
"Do not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For thus the Lord will do to all your enemies against whom
you fight." (26) And afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees. And they
hung on the trees until evening. (27) But at the time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and they took them
down from the trees and threw them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and they set large stones against the
mouth of the cave, which remain to this very day.
(28) As for Makkedah, Joshua captured it on that day and struck it, and its king, with the edge of the sword. He
devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. And he did to the king of Makkedah just as he had done
to the king of Jericho.
(29) Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Makkedah to Libnah and fought against Libnah. (30)
And the Lord gave it also and its king into the hand of Israel. And he struck it with the edge of the sword, and every
person in it; he left none remaining in it. And he did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho.

(31) Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Libnah to Lachish and laid siege to it and fought against
it. (32) And the Lord gave Lachish into the hand of Israel, and he captured it on the second day and struck it with the
edge of the sword, and every person in it, as he had done to Libnah. (33) Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help
Lachish. And Joshua struck him and his people, until he left none remaining.
(34) Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Lachish to Eglon. And they laid siege to it and fought
against it. (35) And they captured it on that day, and struck it with the edge of the sword. And he devoted every person in
it to destruction that day, as he had done to Lachish.
(36) Then Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to Hebron. And they fought against it (37) and
captured it and struck it with the edge of the sword, and its king and its towns, and every person in it. He left none
remaining, as he had done to Eglon, and devoted it to destruction and every person in it.
(38) Then Joshua and all Israel with him turned back to Debir and fought against it (39) and he captured it with its
king and all its towns. And they struck them with the edge of the sword and devoted to destruction every person in it; he
left none remaining. Just as he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its king, so he did to Debir and to its king.
(40) So Joshua struck the whole land, the hill country and the Negeb and the lowland and the slopes, and all their
kings. He left none remaining, but devoted to destruction all that breathed, just as the Lord God of Israel commanded.
(41) And Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, as far as Gibeon. (42)
And Joshua captured all these kings and their land at one time, because the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel. (43)
Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

B. STUDY NOTES:
1. The way to understand the conquering of these five nations by Israel is to fully grasp that it was Israel against the
whole world. The only nation on the earth which worshipped the true Lord God was Israel. All the other nations were
idolaters who worshipped false gods and were condemned. God has to remove these pagan nations completely in order to
cleanse the land promised to Abraham’s seed. In his Seed, that is Christ, all the nations of the world would be blessed, and
Jesus would come from Israel – who alone would have the patriarchs, the temple service, the true worship and the
Messianic line. God never does anything that is not just, right and holy. He is also giving us a precursor of the final wrath
of God poured out on all unbelievers on Judgment Day. (Rom 9:4-8; Rev 2:26-28; 11:18,19; 19:15)
2. “Come and save us” say the Gibeonites to Joshua – whose name means “the Lord saves.” This is very similar to the
cries of the people of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday who cry out “Hosanna, come save us” to Jesus, the new Joshua – whose
name also means “The Lord saves.” (Mt 21:9,15; Mk 11:9,10; Jn 12:13)
3. The Lord of creation can use the elements of nature (like large hailstones) to bring down judgment on all wickedness
(Jdg 5:20; 1 Sam 7:10; Job 38:22-30; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 8:7; 16:21; 18:8)
4. The Book of Jashar was an early account of Israel’s wars which was non-canonical but was extant and known at the
time. It may have been a Book of Songs and Poetry like “the Book of the Wars of the Lord”
(Num 21:14; 2 Sam 1:18; Jdg 5:1-13). There were many historical books written in the ancient world – well
known to the people then, but no longer available to us today.
5. The sun stopping and being delayed in going down was a miracle of divine intervention. Perhaps God extended the
hours of daylight so they could defeat their enemies. Whatever happened, we know that nothing is impossible with God.
By his Word all things were created, by His Word he can command the sun and the moon and they must obey. The new
Joshua - Jesus could speak to the waters and the storms and to Lazarus and they all listened to his voice.
(Gen 1:14-19; 2:1; Mk 4:39-41; Jn 1:1-4; 11:43,44)
6. God listening to the voice of a man is describing an incredible answer to a prayer of a righteous man – Joshua.
(John 15:7; James 5:16-18; 1 Pet 3:12)
7. Complete judgment was demonstrated in the ancient world by: bringing the defeated kings before you, having them
lie on the ground, placing your feet on their necks, killing them, hanging them on trees, taking them down, burying them,
and then placing rocks over their burial place. Israel was a Theocracy carrying out God’s Judgment, who as their True
King, had commanded them to place the whole land under his holy curse and ban. (Dt. 21:22-23; Acts 13:18,19)
8. The symbolism of defeat by the victor over the defeated, in placing “all things under his feet,” is fulfilled in Jesus:
(Ps 110:5; Mal 4:3; 1 Cor 15:25-28; Eph 1:22; Col 2:14,15)

C. LIFE APPLICATION:
1. How is it both a warning and a comfort that God has all power over the heavens and the earth?
2. What are the ways in which the Lord God of Israel fights for us who are the new Israel – the Church?
3. Why must we always demonstrate confident faith in the Lord God when we pray to him?
4. When will the Lord God bring forth the final judgment and place all things under His Son’s feet?

