“God’s Treasured Possession!”

The Book of DeuteronomyOld Israel and New Israel = The Church
Lesson 8 for us:
“Beware lest you say in your heart,

'My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.'
You shall remember the Lord your God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth”
Date: 12-4-16 Study: #8 Text: Chapter 8
(1) "The whole commandment that I command you today
you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord
swore to give to your fathers. (2) And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was
in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. (3) And he humbled you and let
you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he
might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes
from the mouth of the Lord.
(4) Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. (5)
Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. (6) So
you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him.
(7) For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, (8) a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, (9) a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity,
in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig
copper.
(10) And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he
has given you. (11) "Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments
and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, (12) lest, when you have eaten and are full
and have built good houses and live in them, (13) and when your herds and flocks multiply and your
silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, (14) then your heart be lifted up, and
you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
(15) who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and
thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, (16) who fed
you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test
you, to do you good in the end.
(17) Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gotten me
this wealth.' (18) You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. (19) And if
you forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly
warn you today that you shall surely perish. (20) Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before
you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the Lord your God.

Study Notes:
1. “Remember” is a key component of being one of God’s children, he humbles and tests us.
(Gen 22:1; Heb 12:7.8)
2. Manna and daily bread and the bread of God’s Word.
(Ex 16:4,5; Nu 11:7; Mt 4:4; 6:11; Lk 4:4; John 6:48-58; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Cor 10:16,17)
3. The fertile land of promise that is described would also be a good description of the USA!
4. This chapter is the Old Testament lesson for Thanksgiving Day.
5. Water came from the rock (Ex 17:6) but also fiery serpents afflicted them (Nu 21:4-9).
6. God enables us with our skills and abilities and vocation and calling to make a living and work a job to
provide for our families:
(Gen 26:13; 1 Sam 2:7; Zech 4:6; Jdg 7:2;
Ps 25:13; 44:3; 112:3; Prov 8:18; 10:22; Eccl 9:11;
Hos 2:8; Is 10:13;
Mt 21:28-30; Mk 13:34; 1 Cor 3:12-15; Eph 4:28; Col 3:23; 1 Th 4:11; 2 Th 3:7-12; 1Tim 5:10)
7. The Lord disciplines us as his sons (Lev 26:14-42; Prov 3:11,12; Heb 12:5-11; Rev 3:19)

Life Application:
1. Why must you beware lest you say in your heart,
“My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth?”
2. How do you instead remember the Lord our God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth?

