“God’s Treasured Possession!”
The Book of DeuteronomyOld Israel and New Israel = The Church

Date: 3-19-17

Study: #20

Lesson 20 for us:

Text: Chapter 20

“You shall not be afraid of them,
for the Lord your God is with you”

A. THE TEXT:

(1) "When you go out to war against your enemies, and
see horses and chariots and an army larger than your own, you
shall not be afraid of them, for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt. (2) And when you draw near to the battle, the priest shall come forward and speak to the people
(3) and shall say to them, 'Hear, O Israel, today you are drawing near for battle against your enemies: let
not your heart faint. Do not fear or panic or be in dread of them, (4) for the Lord your God is he who goes
with you to fight for you against your enemies, to give you the victory.'
(5) Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying, 'Is there any man who has built a new house
and has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man dedicate
it. (6) And is there any man who has planted a vineyard and has not enjoyed its fruit? Let him go back to
his house, lest he die in the battle and another man enjoy its fruit. (7) And is there any man who has
betrothed a wife and has not taken her? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another
man take her.'
(8) And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, 'Is there any man who is fearful and
fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart of his fellows melt like his own.' (9)
And when the officers have finished speaking to the people, then commanders shall be appointed at the
head of the people.
(10) "When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it. (11) And if it
responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced
labor for you and shall serve you. (12) But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then
you shall besiege it. (13) And when the Lord your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to
the sword, (14) but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its
spoil, you shall take as plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the
Lord your God has given you.
(15) Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations
here. (16) But in the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance, you
shall save alive nothing that breathes, (17) but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites
and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God
has commanded, (18) that they may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that
they have done for their gods, and so you sin against the Lord your God.
(19) "When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against it in order to take it, you shall
not destroy its trees by wielding an axe against them. You may eat from them, but you shall not cut them
down. Are the trees in the field human, that they should be besieged by you? (20) Only the trees that you
know are not trees for food you may destroy and cut down, that you may build siegeworks against the
city that makes war with you, until it falls.

B. Study Notes:

1. You shall not be afraid of them, for the Lord your God is with you
(Ex 14:26-28; Jdgs 4:13-16; Num 14:9; 1 Sam 17:45; 2 Chr 13:12; 14:11; 32:8;

Ps 9:10; 20:7,8; 124:8; Prov 18:10; Is 41:10; Heb 11:32-34)
2. There were two classes of exemption from military service:
a. humanitarian situations and b. unsuitability for service
3. The subjugation of the populace into forced labor was a fulfillment of Noah’s curse on the sons of Ham,
which were the people in Canaan (Gen 9:18-28). Offering terms of peace with the distant cities who
surrender meant they became vassals of Israel. This was a common practice in the ancient world.
4. The abominations of the pagan nations had to be removed from the Hittites to the Jebusites
(Gen 10:6,15-18; 13:7; Ex 10:7; 23:31-33; 34:16; Num 21:2,3; Josh 6:21; 10:1; 11:14)
NOTE: These people groups were not morally neutral, but were evil. They worshipped idols, demons
and false gods and engaged in all matter of immorality, debauchery and wickedness.
i.e. child sacrifice, temple prostitutes, orgies, drunkenness, homosexuality…
Israel was the one nation of all nations which worshipped the only true God, and from them
would come the Messiah Jesus Christ. God knew that if they did not devote these other
nations to complete destruction, they would corrupt the Israelites to fall away from the true God.
(See Lesson 3 of this study which had an explanation of “Divine Warfare.”)
5. It was a wise rule to not destroy all the trees, because they could eat from their fruit for many generations.
(Josh 17:15; Jdgs 9:48). But other trees could be used for siege works. God did not want a
scorched earth policy.

C. LIFE APPLICATION:
1. What are the things or people or situations of which we are afraid?
2. How is the Lord our God with us despite our fears?

